LSP 121
Homework #9
Due:
Searching for items on the Internet is a common and useful tool.  One can search for virtually anything, including research articles, images, tutorials, and products.  With web pages numbering in the billions, if someone has thought of it, it is probably on the web.

But this power of the Internet is also part of the problem.  How does one conduct a search that returns accurate results?  Most would agree that Google is the leading Internet search engine.  Let’s take a look at some of the more useful search tools and tips in order to make our searching more effective.  Here are some of the more basic concepts.
When doing a search, use the best keywords as possible, and use multiple keywords.  When you use multiple keywords, web pages are returned that include all the keywords (logical AND).  Thus, a search for vacations is not as good as a search for florida vacations.  Even better would be florida golf vacations.
1. Try a Google search using the keyword computer.  How many hits do you get?  Now try searching on computer science.  How many hits?  Then search on computer science Illinois.  How many hits?  Finally, search on computer science programs Illinois.  How many hits?

If you are looking for a specific quote or a particular person, place quotation marks around the phrase or name.  For example, if you are looking for a long lost friend, you might try “bill rutkowski”.  If you are looking for a title to a book, try “of mice and men”.  Note that capitalization is ignored.  Google is so good that many times simply entering a person’s name without quotation marks will return what you are looking for.  But you may get a lot of non-useable hits.
2. Let’s say you are looking for an intro to biology book.  Using Google, search for introduction to biology.  How many hits did you get?  Now try putting quotation marks around “introduction to biology”.  How may hits?  Is there a better method yet?
You can ask Google to keep words out of the search.  For example, if you are looking for bass fishing, but not bass music, you could enter bass –music.  By placing a minus sign before a word, that word will not be used in the search.

3. Perform the query bass.  Look at the first page of results.  Now perform the query bass –fishing.  Compare your results.  Now perform the query bass –fishing –beer.  Compare your results.  Now perform the query bass –fishing –beer –shoes.  Compare your results.
Let’s say you want to search for cocker spaniel.  You enter these two words and perform a search.  You look at the first web page but maybe it is a very large web page and you do not see where the words cocker and spaniel are in the page.  If you go back to the Google search results page and click on the “Cached” link, Google will highlight the words cocker and spaniel in the document.
4. Do a Google search on cocker spaniel.  Before you click on the first search result, click on the “Cached” link then browse the web page.  How many times did the term “spaniel” appear on this page?
Now let’s examine more advanced Google search techniques.
link:   

The query link: will list webpages that have links to the specified webpage. For instance, link:www.google.com will list webpages that have links pointing to the Google homepage. Note there can be no space between the "link:" and the web page url. 

This functionality is also accessible from the Advanced Search page, under Page Specific Search > Links. 
5. Perform the Google search link:qrc.depaul.edu and list how many web pages have links to our qrc.depaul.edu web site.

related:   

The query related: will list web pages that are “similar” to a specified web page. For instance, related:www.google.com will list web pages that are similar to the Google homepage. Note there can be no space between the “related:” and the web page url. 

This functionality is also accessible by clicking on the “Similar Pages” link on Google's main results page. 

6. Perform the Google search related:www.google.com and list how many web pages are related to Google.

define:   

The query define: will provide a definition of the words you enter after it, gathered from various online sources. The definition will be for the entire phrase entered (i.e., it will include all the words in the exact order you typed them). 
7. Perform the Google search define:moxie and copy one of the definitions into your Word document.

intitle:   

If you include intitle: in your query, Google will restrict the results to documents containing that word in the title. For instance, intitle:google search will return documents that mention the word "google" in their title, and mention the word "search" anywhere in the document (title or no). Note there can be no space between the “intitle:” and the following word. 

Putting intitle: in front of every word in your query is equivalent to putting allintitle: at the front of your query: intitle:google intitle:search is the same as allintitle:google search. 
8. Perform a Google search using intitle:depaul blue demons.   How many hits did you find?  Were all three words (depaul, blue, and demons) in the titles?  If not, how would you ensure that all three words were in each title?
inurl:   

If you include inurl: in your query, Google will restrict the results to documents containing that word in the url.  For instance, inurl:google search will return documents that mention the word “google” in their url, and mention the word "search" anywhere in the document (url or no). Note there can be no space between the "inurl:" and the following word. 

Putting inurl: in front of every word in your query is equivalent to putting allinurl: at the front of your query: inurl:google inurl:search is the same as allinurl:google search. 
9. Perform the Google search inurl:depaul.  How many hits did you receive?
site:   

If you include site: in your query, Google will restrict the results to those websites in the given domain. For instance, help site:www.google.com will find pages about help within www.google.com. 
help site:com will find pages about help within .com urls. Note there can be no space between the “site:” and the domain.
This functionality is also available through Advanced Search page, under Advanced Web Search > Domains. 

File Type Exclusion Google -filetype:doc -filetype:pdf The query prefix “-filetype:” filters the results to exclude documents with the extension specified immediately after. Note there can be no space between “-filetype:” and the specified extension. 

Note: Multiple file types can be excluded in a filtered search by adding more “-filetype:” terms to the search query. 

10. Perform the query depaul site:edu and compare it with depaul site:com and depaul site:org. 
