A first computer program using Visual Studio 2005  or Visual Basic .NET Express Edition

On campus, we use Micosoft Visual Studio 2005, but you can download a free verson at

http://msdn.microsoft.com/vstudio/express/downloads/   The latter can be used at home.
First, open Visual Studio.  On campus, the path is

Start->Courseware Applications->Installed Applications for CTI->Microsoft Visual Studio 2005 ->Visual Studio 2005

Then click on Create  Project.

You will get a Window that looks like:
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We would like to create a Visual C# Windows Application.  Let’s call it “FirstProgram” instead of “WindowApplication1”:
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Click OK.

Your screen will now look something like:
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In some cases you will be lacking the “Toolbox” on the left side.  We will make great use of the  “Toolbox.”   So if there is nothing on the left side related to the “Toolbox” click in View->Toolbox.   If there is a Toolbox tab, but the tool box is not showing, click on the toolbox tab and then click on the “pin” icon to keep the Toolbox always “pinned” to the side.
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Your screen will now look like:


Now we ready to program.  We are going  to create a program that says “Hello.”

We will need a button to click.  So, from the toolbox, drag a button onto your form.
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We would like the button to say something like “Say Hello.”  To change the text on the button, look on the bottom right corner for the “Properties Window.”  You will find a property called “Text.”  Change it to “Say Hello.”
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Your form will now look like:
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In order to get some text to appear, we will use a “Label” control.  Drag a “Label” from the toolbox onto your form:


[image: image8.png]=181 x|

Fle Edt Vew Project uld Debug Data Fomat Took Window Community Help
FEE IR YRR
=3 g A & B2 & S| W o b |53 60 B w3 0
| Formi.cs [Design]* | Stert Page | - x

b Debug - Any CPU

z
FAFEEER

N Forter —lalx| [ sl Frtrogront L proec)
' BadgromdWorter £ (3 Firstprogram

4 Bindinghiavigator Properties

- = Fetaenes
e : = (5] Formt.cs.

o %labei E Formi Desiner.cs
CheckBox %] Forml.resx.
CheckedListBox ] Program.cs

5] ColorDialog

=% ComboBox.

| Contextitenustrip Say Hello

1 Datacridiew
o7 Dataset
F DateTimePicker

&) DirectoryEntry | gsolution Explorer [ Class view
2 oretreacte

[ DomainUaDown labell System.Windaws. Forms.Label =
D Eorprovider EE

i eventiog Fase  Standad 4
3l Flesistematcher Font Wicrosaft Sans Se.
= FowLayoutpanel Forecolor [l Controext
A Foldomseris e
3 ronipieg Inagedlgn  MiddeCenter

= imageindes [ (none)
™" GroupBox Imagelr

tlpProvider Imagekey [ ] (none)
b Inagelist  (rone)
< tiserolar RightToLeft Mo

5 ngetst Text labell
A tabel oo e —_
LinkLabel Teut
The text sssociated withthe cortrol
T server Blore |3/ Toobox

Ready 1 112,67 P mx13





Since we don’t want the words “label1” to appear, change the text property  of label1 (in the property window on the bottom right) to blank.

Now we are nearly done.  Double click on the “Say Hello” button. It will open up the code view of the project 
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and the cursor will be in a section called Button1_Click.  This is the place where we tell the program what to do when the button is clicked.

Simply type:

Label1.Text=”Hello”
Finally run your first program by clicking on the green run button at the top: 
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When you run the program and click on “Say Hello,” the program will write  “Hello” to you.

An extension for you to try:
Modify your program by adding an additional “good bye” button that turns off the “Hello” message.

Run button








