ISP 121 Writing Simple Windows Applications with Visual Basic
This folder contains materials for a 1.5 to 2 week unit on computer programming.  The focus is on writing simple windows applications using Visual Basic.  I initially tried with C#, but the students had difficulties with certain aspects of the language.  Their difficulties with C# seemed to interfere with them learning some more fundamental concepts of how computer programs work, so I recommend Visual Basic.  The students did very well with Visual Basic.
Lecture 1 is intended to be a walkthrough, with the students following along each step of the way.  The students should work individually.  It will take an hour.  I asked them to make simple alterations of the basic program we built, and they did fine.

Lecture 2 and Activity 1 are about conditionals.  The most common problem that students had was with compound conditionals.  Students wanted to write

If TextBox1.Text >0 or <3000  Then

instead of

If   TextBox1.Text >0 or TextBox1.Text <3000  Then

I lectured (following the ideas of Lecture 2), and the students worked on the activity for the remaining time.

Lecture 3 and Activity 2 are about simple loops, but it also introduces the idea that variables need to be declared and initialized. I lectured (following the ideas of Lecture 3), and the students worked on the activity for the remaining time. This material was the most difficult for the students.

There is a homework assignment and a final exam question included as well (but I – C.White – took the exam question out.  If  you want to see it, contact me.).

