Capstone Learning Outcomes – 2009 and beyond

Below are the revised Learning Outcomes for the Capstone course, effective Autumn Quarter, 2009.
1. Students can apply central theories, concepts, and methods within their major to an analysis of a particular issue relevant to the major.

2. Students can apply an idea, method or concept from a field or discipline outside their major field of study to an analysis of a particular issue relevant to their major field of study.  This may include identifying perspectives and/or values of the major field, and comparing them with those of one or more disciplines outside the major.

Former 2008 Learning Outcomes:
1. Students should apply one or more theories or concepts from courses within their major to an analysis of a particular issue relevant to the major.

2. Students should be able to discuss an idea, method or concept from a discipline outside their major field of study to an analysis of a particular issue relevant to their major field of study.  This may include identifying perspectives and/or values of the major field, and comparing them with those of one or more disciplines outside the major.

The Writing Expectations will remain the same:
All capstone courses must require a total of at least 10 pages of written material. These ten pages do not have to be contained in a single assignment but may be the cumulative work of multiple assignments. All of the below guidelines for writing expectations in Liberal Studies courses must be adhered to:
We believe that writing should be an important part of all Liberal Studies Courses. Writing helps to promote the learning outcomes of the program as a whole, and its various components, by structuring opportunities for students to:
1. devote time to the task of studying outside of class 
2. reflect in detailed ways about the ideas, practices, texts (broadly defined), and other experiences associated with the course 
3. communicate those reflections in ways appropriate both to the discipline(s) represented in the course and to conventions of academic and professional discourse 
4. practice constructing arguments and using evidence appropriate to the discipline(s) represented in the course 
5. receive timely feedback on their work and, where appropriate, have the opportunity to revise 
We welcome the fact that writing will take different forms among the various components of the Liberal Studies Program. Depending on the course content, students may write summaries, analyses, essays, lab reports, reflections, proposals, research papers, editorials, problem sets, computer code and explanations, etc., etc. At the same time, writing in Liberal Studies courses should adhere to the following guidelines:
1. At least one writing assignment in each course should be completed outside of class. 
2. Assignments should be structured in ways that help students learn and reflect on course content.
3. Required writing for the course should be substantive enough to provide an opportunity for students to demonstrate their progress in mastering one or more learning outcomes for the course. 
4. Students should have the opportunity to receive timely feedback on their work more than once during the term. 



